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EBT Data Used to Examine Redemption 

Levels for All WIC Foods

• Monthly report summarizes percentages of issued foods versus 
redemption levels for current and previous months.

– Report data used by program management for decision making. In 
example, due to a low redemption rate (63%) for legumes, state added 
canned beans to selection effective August 2010.

• Monthly cascade report provides ability to look at clients’ choices by 
food type within a category (e.g. within the grain group: bread, 
tortillas, rice & oatmeal. Within CVB: fresh fruit, fresh vegetables, 
frozen fruit, frozen vegetables).

• Another monthly report arrays dollar amount and percentages for 
fruits and vegetables.

• Data is provided to program managers and nutrition staff for 
enhancement of client education. Also shared with the Texas 
Retailers’ Association who publishes select information in its news 
bulletins.
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EBT Data Used for New Food Package 

Decisions & To Prepare Vendors for Changes

• USDA mandated women and children 2 years of age and older not receive 

whole milk.  Only low fat milk was to be allowed.

– Data showed approximately 85% of clients were selecting whole milk 

prior to change.

– EBT data used to prepare vendor Newsletters and PowerPoint 

presentations for 34 Regional Vendor Meetings in months prior to go live 

for the new food packages.

• State able to quantify impact of change in the type of milk to be 

authorized and product sizes (gallon, half gallons, and quarts).

• State able to make reduction projections on other foods (Cheese and 

Eggs) to advise vendors on how to modify their ordering/stocking.
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EBT Data Used for Cost Containment

• In July 2006, prior to EBT, over $800,000 per month was recouped 

from vendors through cost containment.  The EBT system gave 

Texas the ability to lessen the impact of cost containment on vendors 

by using a “cascading of food items” approach:

– Foods are issued at the generic subcategory level in the clinic without the 

client having to specify food type.

– Clients are able to shop at store for different food types.

– Transactions are edited at the state by UPC’s specific subcategory for 

Not-to-Exceed.

– Cost containment is run at the specific subcategory level to arrive at a 

Maximum Allowable Reimbursement (MAR) for each specific 

subcategory.

• Monthly cost containment recoupments are now $274,000 per month
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EBT Data Used for Cost Containment 

(continued)

Currently Texas uses cascading for seperating:

• Milk:  gallons and ½ gallons

• Adult Cereals: high priced cereals and low cost cereals

• Legumes: dried beans, canned beans, and peanut butter.

• Grains: Whole wheat bread, corn tortillas, wheat tortillas, brown rice, 

and oatmeal.

• Infant Fruits & Vegetables

• Tuna and Salmon

In the future, we may use cascading to delineate high cost

versus low cost juices.
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Monitoring Least Expensive Brands Data

EBT data now used to determine vendor compliance with state policy on 
Least Expensive Brands (LEB).  For 2 decades Texas used LEB but had to 
make assumptions regarding vendor compliance in the paper voucher 

system.  

– Texas currently has 8 food types that are Least Expensive Brand (LEB) 
required:  Milk, Cheese, Fluid & Frozen Juice, Whole Wheat Bread, 
Yellow or White soft Corn & Whole Wheat Tortillas, Brown Rice, & Dried 
Beans/Peas/Lentils 

– Vendor Unit staff query system each month to determine adherence to 
LEB.  By contract/policy, vendors with less than 85% compliance in any 
of the LEB foods receive written warning on first occurrence and 
sanctions upon non-compliance in subsequent months.

– Has led to many store systems being modified to flag only their declared 
LEB brands for these foods to initially scan.  
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$2,444,705.39

$6,323,724.84

$8,199,552.90

$2,296,761.34

$2,257,982.08

$1,926,186.70

$1,680,478.37

$3,705,170.93

$1,333,352.02

$1,334,418.29

$936,925.29

$1,333,347.01

$2,481,179.03

$1,198,439.12

$1,017,648.01

$712,346.96

$852,188.62

$2,020,889.34

$916,396.56

$967,392.61

$913,344.18

$901,795.39

7/1/10 7/2/10 7/5/10 7/6/10 7/7/10 7/8/10 7/9/10 7/12/10 7/13/10 7/14/10 7/15/10 7/16/10 7/19/10 7/20/10 7/21/10 7/22/10 7/23/10 7/26/10 7/27/10 7/28/10 7/29/10 7/30/10

Paid Amount $2,444, $6,323, $8,199, $2,296, $2,257, $1,926, $1,680, $3,705, $1,333, $1,334, $936,92 $1,333, $2,481, $1,198, $1,017, $712,34 $852,18 $2,020, $916,39 $967,39 $913,34 $901,79

# Claims 2,223 2,201 5,732 2,146 2,223 2,152 2,126 5,518 2,215 2,164 1,851 2,504 5,447 2,366 2,155 2,380 2,370 5,451 2,150 2,137 2,082 2,106

EBT Settlement Daily In July

Average # of claims: 2,805
Average paid amount: 
$2,079,737.50
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$4,600,653.05

$3,434,184.00

$2,476,698.72

$2,074,810.45

$4,317,667.71

$1,630,960.38
$1,516,595.45

$1,329,279.06

$1,209,595.65

$2,821,300.75

$1,071,328.90
$1,053,441.13

$889,349.16

$977,664.93

$1,276,082.17

$1,529,256.67

$884,837.54
$762,805.94

$769,765.52

$1,926,477.27

$1,262,702.72

8/2/10 8/3/10 8/4/10 8/5/10 8/6/10 8/9/10 8/10/10 8/11/10 8/12/10 8/13/10 8/16/10 8/17/10 8/18/10 8/19/10 8/20/10 8/23/10 8/24/10 8/25/10 8/26/10 8/27/10 8/30/10 8/31/10

Paid Amount $8,776, $4,600, $3,434, $2,476, $2,074, $4,317, $1,630, $1,516, $1,329, $1,209, $2,821, $1,071, $1,053, $889,34 $977,66 $1,276, $1,529, $884,83 $762,80 $769,76 $1,926, $1,262,

# Claims 5,618 2,192 2,143 2,199 2,204 5,621 2,119 2,170 2,115 2,165 5,498 2,082 2,105 1,884 2,313 4,718 2,832 2,084 1,979 2,100 5,025 2,468

EBT Settlement Daily In August

Average # of claims: 2,892
Average paid amount: 
$2,117,822.91
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$2,290,685.33

$7,079,903.42

$4,116,596.12

$8,048,353.58

$2,062,131.87

$1,752,717.32

$1,514,366.94

$3,298,963.87

$1,310,363.42

$969,718.28

$1,451,693.35

$956,033.09

$2,399,410.79

$1,036,810.62

$925,655.67

$689,481.11

$694,946.67

$1,746,936.00

$835,323.74

$1,283,561.66

$1,116,250.03

9/1/10 9/2/10 9/3/10 9/7/10 9/8/10 9/9/10 9/10/10 9/13/10 9/14/10 9/15/10 9/16/10 9/17/10 9/20/10 9/21/10 9/22/10 9/23/10 9/24/10 9/27/10 9/28/10 9/29/10 9/30/10

Paid Amount $2,290, $7,079, $4,116, $8,048, $2,062, $1,752, $1,514, $3,298, $1,310, $969,71 $1,451, $956,03 $2,399, $1,036, $925,65 $689,48 $694,94 $1,746, $835,32 $1,283, $1,116,

# Claims 2,247 2,279 2,184 7,573 2,226 2,186 2,159 5,429 2,086 1,873 2,634 2,112 5,490 2,131 2,106 1,794 2,457 5,249 1,989 2,446 2,105

EBT Settlement Daily In September

Average # of claims: 2,893
Average paid amount: 

$2,170,471.57


